Questions and Answers Q. What was the fIrst scientifIc attempt to classify the soils in a specific part of the USA? A. Most writers identify 1899 as the beginning of the National Cooperative Soil Survey in the USA. This date does mark the beginning of the cooperative federal, state and local effort to classify and map the nation's soils. However, some significant soil survey work took place prior to 1899. For example, Amos Eaton and T. R. Beck conducted a geological survey of Albany County, New York, in 1820 (Eaton and Beck, 1821). This survey;under the direction of the Albany County Agricultural Society, included physical and chemical analyses of selected soils. Soils of the county were placed in a number of broad groups based mostly on their mode of origin, position on the landscape and texture. Coffey (1911) characterized this work as the " ... fIrst attempt at classifying the soils ofa defInite part of this country." Q. What was the fIrst scientifIc attempt to prepare a soil map for a specific part of the USA? A. In 1841, Professor Edward Hitchcock, minister and professor of geology, prepared a report on the "agricultural survey" of Massachusetts. This report included a section on the analysis and classification of Massachusetts soils. Hitchcock identifIed 14 general classes of soil. He also included a colored map of surfIcial geology and correlated kinds of soil to the geological units. According to Gardner (1958, unpublished data) , this was the " ... fIrst map published in the United States with the intended purpose of showing the character and distribution of soils."
